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. Egimination of tha Roao Pooket »

; Intorviow withz Oapt, Ahnar E. Soarcy, 3-3' 303rd Inr. . E

‘Dusseldors, Gornanya,?. R gﬁ...m. Lo e 19 ApRLL 1345

?Hapu. Gernany 1/50 000 - Bhnetﬂo 59~60. - | , i A

‘Overlaye and Skotehaa: 30374 Aotion in ‘clearing of Blegburg snd Glick-

) ' nor Workoa.(faken from. map Germany - 1/50 000
‘4‘} ahaot ,60)

,Interviowcd By. 1at L, Riohard W Swenaon, 2nd Intor tion and Hietor—

P ' ’f' xcai aorvico, 1nt v.8. Aruy(ramporary)
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' !ho 309rd Infgﬁaogt., 97th Div. received Divinional ordera t o
foroea the Sieg River on '9 April 1945 with .the miseion or olnuring Sieg-
»burs and moving north‘to tho initial phaao Lino, a point qomo 2000
.yardas on the othor aide of town and racing a northwoatorly diroction.'
The Crossing po;nt for thc Rngiment waa from a8 point whero the Autobahn
crosaes the Siag Hiver(646440), oaot to the’ raimroad in vicnity of
Buiudorr(650430). Midway batwoen the Autobahn end reilroad, the esssult
§boata to be: unad in the oroaaing, were %o asseuble and from this point
‘move down and upstreanm -to thbir reupactivo points of aaaault. ‘The
Regiuantal plan for the attack put the 18% Bn in the lesud, completing
the orossing at 1815 hours, followed by the 2ud Bn, with the 3rd in
reserve und. remaining on the aouth side df tha river.

' The Regiment, covering a frontage of ten milas, was notified
of the proposod &ttaok two and oue half huurs befors .the iuitial crossing
was to be nad.. Thi: mpant that the B.gimental ntatf had to plan, iniatev
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" & movement ordor tcr‘tho various Bna that would bring them to their
. propor points or oroaning, arrange for the proper displaceueat of the
sesault boatn and prcpare tor lupporting firo from artillery und ad ja-
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Durins the artillory prnparationl it was nooaulary for the
4 and P plaxoon and unxta or thc 2nd and 1ut Bna 0 clear & path -
througn triondlg ninc tielda undor & German artillery barraga oon-
| sisting of 88mm gunl, 8lan uortars, 60nmn mortar., 20 and 40om dualn
, Purpose aok-ack 5unu. Thia eueny bsrrago reaultod in the Regimente
1, prauaturn leaing o: nex. and baata‘ ) R ,
. Oro-aing as plannnd. tho raginontal uuaault progressed with
. B 0o.1leading at 1815 hours, A Co, 1825 hour-, C'Co. 1835 hours, B Co. |
1925 houra, F Co., 2040 hpurn and G ca. at 2135 ‘hours, As the Germans
. had collected their dafcnaive fire on the points of croseing during
f- tha 18t Ba's u-eault, the 2nd Bn .ufrarad more heavily frow direct
amall é;mé and 88mm rirc, boing wnll dug inaon tho north’ 8ide of the
'}' river, . . ,'n.m o - vy b
dnoo/tha nerth. bank et the rivor, tho 1st Bn was to olear ﬁiﬂgw;?
burg esast trom.thn ;uncturo ot the 8Sieg River and Agger Rivor(604449)
<, %o the oenter of Siagburg; the lacund Bn was %0 clear that. portion of
'= town east trou tha 1at Bn’l right flank to the Autobahn inclusive, the
" Autobahn running in line with the axis of the Regimentil attack. The
.18% Bn, with A on the right, 3 on the left, the 2nd Bn with ¥ on the
~left and P on the right ¢ and G 1n;roaerve began the attack on Biog-’
burg, resching the center of town againet raaiatanc varying from
- moderate to light, at 100200 April, stopping for rebrgainazation and
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contact with adjacent u.n:l.ﬁa,::. The advé.nce'; of the right fl:nk progrecsed
rapidly, the 1st'35'on the left being bogged down by B Co., who had
- in 1ite seotor;‘a hill, ‘the.dominating/terrain feature of the Sieg River

7;:.and the town, boasting a wall buil t éastle on the crest, This castls B
"szs used by tne Germana uq a.hospital, or, at leaat, the Geneva Red

Cross was pointed proalnentlx on the uop and sidos. Asoault on this

. -bulldiag proved. that 1t nad b»on usod as an 0 P. for German artillery

. hill. ‘necessituting a fire figat for oecupation.v~“

fire and was defanded with- poeitigna dug on the sloping aides of the
AR 100630 Ayril, the’ Bngiment reaumed its push threugh uiegburg,.
the 1st Bn advancing on the'lert and the 2nd Bn remaining on the: phase |
line of. 090200 - April, in the oentor of town., E Co. was meeting Blifs
~resistance from ntrsat ‘ighting ma@ing it necessury to clean cut the
buildiaga ‘from floor to floor, At 1030 11 artillery and mertar fire
ceased vnile a'ffeaty‘waa attomptad ‘but‘fheenamy, imsleting on & fight,
wexe cleAned out at 1530 after E Co. threw in the reserve platoon,
charging forward fxring from the hip. .The eatire gtaff of the Gewman
Garriaicn in Seigburg wes captured. 12 0fficers and over 100 German

" EJf. The 18t Bn bud. now reached the Aggzer River lineaaiu receiving
“reporta thut G Co. wua recaivina hcavy mortar and amall arms fire from

the diraqtian of tho Gldckoner Herles,ﬂioo parda weat of the 81 5—Abger

River lino. Tuis was a revslution aa the suprorting artillery had iaid ‘

- heavy preparatiﬂna in the area a1l duripb the dad of 10 &pril.(Thia

is the first 1ndic ation that the Wcr?a wers occup*ed by & deternined
enemy farac.) S :} o -

110600 April, EXEkEZI the an Bn novad to the Agger River line
in order that both the 1st nnd 2n¢ Bn éould ocroes in lupport of each
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other. Tue two Bos - were 10 ¢roas, less G 00., by~pase. tne WOrks. and,

v/ _move onto a line running southweat-northeaot ‘and easat of Troiudort

(590460). G Co. was to oroua behind %he Bn advunce, cutting to the south

 and cleariqg the Glﬁcknor ioxhoa. o g: T‘l‘,, .' L

The cronaing bagan 110900 A&ril E and ¥ Oo.- cronaing in sassault

' boatu with the 1st Bn cralaing Just na&h on blown out. bridges and by
'ading. Regiment had mortars and machine guns 1n aupppr?*ng fire.
&t 1055 - both ‘Bns(~@ Co. ) were aoro»o the river and advancing on
Troisdorf having hy-pa&aed the Worka on the left flank, At 1550, G

,. Go. re;orted the raotory area olear and tnat thae, Oo. neuld push to the

4

- Sieg River, swing west and clenn out a villaee Just 488t ¢ the
faotory area, pushing on further weat to the left flank 0% the Reg-
iment. - o o '

At duak G 00. vas completing the eleaxenca of the emall: town

~ when the ‘enemy cuas frog concoalcd Pillboxes and underground poeitions

in the Glﬁcknor Werkoa, hitting the Co. from behind, A radio mesaage
initiated at ‘the C0.C.P. to the Ba C. P., reported that the Co, was
surrounded and in aerioua noed of hdb Bn raplied that G Co. should
¢ withdraw %0 the original line of attack(60254) and reorganize, the
~ remulndey of the 2nd Bn would come” on 1ine '1th them and help clear
‘the tactory. The Co, 5 aituation grew more seri us and evacuation and
: withdrawal was virtually iwmpossible. Through the aleriness and keen
observations of 1at Lt. Hilton(NHI) Burgett and two Co.4id men(nanes
| unxnown), a routo of withdrawal waa found but it only allowed two or
three men to nove at a time. 111100 April ‘Lt, Burgett had evacuated
- one platooz to the Co.'s original ‘1line, and by morning of 12 April,

Capt, Thomas W, lilton, Cu. Gommandcr, had ovacuatad the remaindcr of
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'ia Co,,.had evacuated the remaindef‘bf'the Compeny, J“"“““

On the morning of 12 April the 2nd Ban pulled out of position

east of Troiadorr ‘the: 18t Bn upraad*ng ‘out over the blank, androved

. .on 11no with G Co. north qt tne ¥orka; One »latoon or medium tanks

fron the 13th Arn'd Diw. 1n nupport Lt 121300 April the entire 2nd

Bn attackad the lorks, tha Srd Bn eoning from reaavvo and tazking up

the poaitions vacated oast of Tro‘adort. After a short fight the gare -

*iwrisen in the Works capituaated and yielded 100 Offioens and men, plus

& huge arsenal of 'ewnon-. In aubterranoan ohambers a German field qo:—

~ pital was tound the ontrancea nade by 8liding machine lathee. The

_1s¢ners cnturod 1n thiu}tight did not represqnt the entiro &urrison
.tma% nad sa stubbornly fought for the factory. The Tevainder had with-
drawn to new poaitions aomewhere narth of the Siag River. '

The factory area wal now . oleared of all reeiatance tbe'1at
and 3rd Bns, meanwhile; had ‘pushed on north wost the 2nd Bn now
becoming mototized raaerva for the Regiment. uqte in the evening tne

3#d Bn linked up with th& 13th Arm'd Div. at Porz, meeting more stub-

 born resiatance and holding up the advance qof the Reglment, Orders fronm

. Diy.. atated that the Regiment wae /%o hold a 1line st Porz all nignt,
3rd Bn on the left and 18t Bn on the right,”

130800 April the BOBrd reaumed thelr advance from the line at

?,2or Div. had reportad that 211’ German relatanoce had oollapsed and the

. 3”3rd wag ta take over the noaitionu of the 13%h Arm'd Div.

, the

'Pmotnrized 2nd Bn waa to- take over a line from Dunnwald(51067o) to

‘ Dﬁllbrusk(536640) Telephone eonveraation with the I « C.P. 1indicated

the 303rd need-oﬁly to move into the positiona being able to do ao with

out a fight, The 3rd Bn was now moving north through Hulheim(490630),
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'i-tha 2nd Bn noving'upib}'vohialéa'and'the 18t Bn moviag'ﬁskb"'foot on
tho right.rlank o« The I nnd R platoon was to preoeed the 2nd Bn by ten
minutes, moving out from Urbaoh()42539) | |
Tho 1 and B novnd out rrom Urbach as plannad with Capt. Abner
:; B. Scarcy, Rosimontal 8~5, going along. The. route throught Dullbruok
waa Op.n and thn platoon advancod without 1noidont, going two thirda
"f“of the way to Dunnwa‘d whcn 88mm und S.P." fire landed behind the vehiclés,
{ abruptly hgltin5 the gdvqnoo. The fire let up gradualiy and the artil-
| lary fire ceased altoéqthér,1allowing the guide truck to move on as
. plénnod; dapt.:SOarog'rctrébing hil lteps to'tha Regimental C.P., aak~
Qf'ing for & situation report. Hc was 1nformod that the road hud been une
,iﬁdor Tire for aonotimo, ahalln landing approximateiy every two minutos.
The dnd Bn motorized, vua uou approachlns the location(519662) and A
Capt. Searoy ordorod & halt and disburlion. Saaroy now went to the Arm'd
C.P,{13th) aud roqueated infor-atiou a8 to enemy aotivit; in the arsa.
He was told that mortura und artillery from the north had been falling
in the area, but thore v&a no phyaioal contaot with the Germuns.
_ The 3rd Bn waa now coming 1n from- tha west on the Regimente
left flank und ran 1nto the heavieat concentration of 88'u and £,7.8
yet ancountered by the Rasiment. Tha Jrd Dn 8~2 oontaoted the 15th Arm'd
»¢’§ P. and requested a smoks acreeq‘pg,;aid down in front of the 3rd Bn.
- The reques® ﬁaa grunted without déié} and K Co. could now advanoe to
Duunwald, I Co. remaining iu a 'ditch near tue road, with B Co. going
5, 1uto poeition eouth of Dunnwald. Ordcra from the Regimwent C.Q. closed
~«"”"I Co. at Dungwsldxxdximrw just after dar: 13 April. Meanwhile, tha Exe-
' ecutive Officer and M Co. had been cut off from the 3rd Bn by machine

gun fire, so withdrawing to the squthcaat, they set up the 3rd Bn C.P,
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with ooutact to the Regiuen t'a aupporting artillery. The 2nd Bn

dotrucked at(530650) and movod into an aesesbly area on thne north edge
of DJlLbruck. The 1at Bn\oamo up on foot ani went into a defense

on the nortanest edg of Du11bruck. Through raoonnaisnanoe, 2nd Lt,
Roy A..Andaraon, plataon lendar of the I and R platoon, diaoovarod

that by moving more tuan ona or two va*iolaa rorward at & time, i3 would
‘reoult in enemy urtillery and 5mall arns fire. A% 132230 April, the

" 2nd Bn, led by- Lt. Anderuon, movad north to Dunnwald and went into "

‘,:,position on the uorth &nd nurtheust aide of town.

. On. tha roraing ot 14 April, tho Regiment attucked with _three

" Bns asouth and aouthweat ot Dunnwald, haadad Tor the town of Lever- .

kusen. Tho Erd Bn to aovo on the ‘eft zlan“ with t"=~ Autobahn, as tho
right flank, tho <nd Bn moving out on ‘the right with the 1at Ba in

L rewerve aad tollowing the 2nd. In moving to Leverkuson, tha 1at

. Bn wag hald up by a ohemioal rao%ary, formerly tue I.G3. Faben Go.,

and wus held up by enemy fire, Juat before dusk 14 April, I Co, was

..'able tQ 1n£iltrmte tn tha aouth edae of Lovarkuaen, cleaning out two

: atxoeta, i Co. pushed rorward on. the rigut ‘between Leverkueen and tho

chemical works, The 13%h Arn'd Div. moved through the Regiments front

-1lines haading for the Dhunn River with the misaion of securing the bride

ge for a regimental avoes‘ng, On- arprcaching Hanfort, the Arwor was

" held up. The 2nd Bn wau stlll Leld up on the right by Jow-bands of

graying machine gun tirq frpm the fuqtgriea. The 13th Arm*'d broke

. through the rebigtance §outh of Manfort and rewched the Dhunn River,

8etting up a bivousc area between the 303rd Lines and the river
p@:alleling tha 303rd 30 the fronﬁ It waa nooesgary for the ke&l»

ment to with~ho¢d ita fire for Toup hours 80 the Armor could safely

\

clear the area. N o
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: with the-2nd’ Bn and 3rd Bn, '1at in’ reoerve. The 3rd Bn moved into
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150600 tha 303rd plannod to attaok on to the Dhunn river

Leverfuaen against intansa 20mm tlak guns, moving through the ‘town

., .and on to the Dhunn River, croaaing at 1630 b{ wading tarough, both
+ the river and amall arng firp. Eho 2nd Bn could B0t advance fast _enough
. to Laep up tha line aa amall arm& fire rrom the town of Sand wes taking

casualtiea(51u700). The 1at Bn wasg broughﬁ from regerve, moving arouad

'tae right flank of tha 2nd Bn and croaaing thq Dhunn river taking up

pouitiona that were ;uppoaed to hahe “been occupiod by‘the 2nd Ba.
wzth tha toxn of . Sand hdding up the advance of tae 2nd Bn, the

L 1st and 3rd Bns puahed on. rrom the Dhunn river: the 1at moving noP bl s

S, 7Y Opladen with the 3rd punhing on to the Wupper River, oleaning out~«'

T all ot ﬁpladan with the axcoption °f the faotories 1“ the 18t Bn seo-

. tor, and ;eaehed thg/?upye;wnivgr‘ling at% Duak 13 April. As the 1at

‘Bn moved up to the factory area south of Opladen, 1% was met with ob- -
“served 88mm and 8.P, fire. With B 0o, on the right and A Co. on the

' left, the Bn worked 1ta'vay=§o poaitions juet south of Opladen, where

-

| 1% held up with, the ooming of darkness. The evening of 15 April found

the 1at Bn on a line aouth or Opladan, tha 2nd Ba complo.ing the clean-
ing out of Jand , and the Brd Bn on lino with the Wupper River. i
The morning of 16 April found the Vet Bn attuacking the factory

}“axqa'aouth of Opladen froam the west, the 3rd Bn crosaing the Wupper

" River and advancing on, with the 2nd Bn coming in benind the 3rd as

. Regluental Reserve. the 1at Ba found the factury area abandonned, the

Germans pulling out during the'ﬁigh% and retrecating north. The Diviasione
al etop line was set for the 303rd as of 161200 April, on a line
eouth of Duaseldorf at Hart-Immigrath, running northwest. By 1100

\ ~ .
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16 April the etop lino was cnanged by Div. dua tb the general collapse

. ef tho Germans in ths immodiata saotor and was moved norti: to the
:t Bruokorwnusnol River 11nnn. the 2nd Bn Wi again motorized with the
i.=1ot and 3rd Bas pushing on ror thn new lino. The 2nd Bn oa vehicles
‘pushed through tno lines of the 18t and 3xrd Bnu, moving northaaat 1o
. Hilden without oppoaition aud continued on to Banrath, cutting north-

x"~woat to Duaaeldorf, ro&ching the atop line at the Dussal-Brucka River

if anea [} dark. Thq rd Bn noved on to dalden 1'% zootand went into
:l'Racimental Roaorvo, the 1st Bn. yuahing on 2000 yards north of nild-n,
Ej getting into & firo fight ‘on $he high ground nurth of Hilden with

mortara and 86%a, tna.Bn lithdrow o .Hilden about dark, setting up &
0.P. for the night. o ' .

" 17th A;ril, with tho 2nd Bn on the Regimental stop line, the '
1st ‘Bn pushed frontallj ‘and the 7rd Bn moving to the et Bn area, hit-
ting the reaintanee ‘from ‘the weat 400 yards from Hilden. e

A% 1830 the resiatance was knooked out and ‘the 1at Bn moved
/to the Regimental atoP line, the 3rd Ban movinginto the area of Hilden
gdiﬁogiuontal'Rasq:ve---tQGKan Bn m%ill mototized and on tne\stop
line, ' o "_ 3 g |
\ 181500 April the 303rd moved inta Dusceldorf with 3 T.D.s of
‘i tho 820th T.D. Bn leading, folléwed by 6 U=Ts of the Regimental

éi Cannon co., and then the organic vehicles of the Regiment, Guided

by 3 civiliana, one on each T.D., the Regiment moved into the town

witaout resie tanco, the 1nitia1 objeotive, tne Police Station.
- Without question or opposition, the Police of Dusseldor? drew in all
defensive positions and a{l river outpoata. The -2nd Bn occupied that

, . . .
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dreg o; towﬁ formebly used by tholGerman 8.8. Troops, the 1st Bn
woving to. El;ar .and the Southeast part of town, remaining in Rebxmental
reserve, with the Regimentul Haadqnurtera at Benruth,

' - A% 19 April, tha 303rd oocupied the oity of Dusseldorf with-

out rasia%unoe‘ and frou oivilian leade, ‘the 303rd chased down v.rious

'“-_and sundr; officera and mon of the fuiling German Army who were still

':’“*niding in. town.,With all alodiera aleursd of Duaaaldorf to the best

of tno Reglment'a kncwledge and all weupons plcked up, the Rebiment
setiled down to ﬁilitary Government dutiea in Dusseldort Ge:many.
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